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R515 Sociology of Health and Illness/Section 41411 (Fall 2021)  
 
Instructor:  Dr. Kenzie Mintus    Assoc. Professor of Sociology  

Email Address: keelatha@iupui.edu   
Class Meeting:   Tuesdays: 4:30PM – 5:45PM/CA 316 
 
Course Description: Surveys important areas of medical sociology, focusing on social factors 
influencing the distribution of disease, help-seeking, and health care. Topics covered include 
social epidemiology, the health-care professions, socialization of providers, and issues of cost 
and cost containment. 
 
NOTE: This course is a traditional hybrid course, where we will meet in-person once a week and 
complete the remaining course content online (via Canvas).  
 
Learning Objectives:  
By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 

• identify and apply sociological concepts, theories, and research methods to issues of 
health and healthcare  

• understand how various social processes and structures shape health and illness 
experiences  

• critically evaluate sources of knowledge and understand how they relate to health and 
illness. 

 
Texts:  

1.) All readings are available via Canvas. 
 
Principles of Graduate and Professional Learning (PGPLs)  
The PGPLs form a conceptual framework that describes expectations of all graduate/professional 
students at IUPUI. Together, these expectations identify knowledge, skills, and abilities 
graduates will have demonstrated upon completing their degrees. This course is designed and 
conducted with the PGPLs in mind; one of its chief aims it to contribute, along with our other 
graduate courses and activities, to the cultivation of all four PGPLs: (1) Demonstrating mastery 
of the knowledge and skills expected for the degree and for professionalism and success in the 
field; (2) Thinking critically, applying good judgment in professional and personal situations; (3) 
Communicating effectively to others in the field and to the general public; (4) Behaving in an 
ethical way both professionally and personally. For further information on the PGPLs, please 
visit: http://academicaffairs.iupui.edu/plans/graduatePrinciples.cfm 
 
Course Requirements: The required course assignments fall into four categories: 1) attendance 
and participation; 2) online commentaries and responses; 3) research memos and flash talks; 4) 
end-of-the-semester research paper. Detailed information is available on Canvas for each 
assignment. 
 
Attendance and Participation (50 points, 10% of your grade) 
Formal attendance is required and reflects twenty percent of a student’s course grade. Students 
are allowed to miss two classes without penalty; following two absences each additional absence 

mailto:keelatha@iupui.edu
http://academicaffairs.iupui.edu/plans/graduatePrinciples.cfm


2 
 

will result in a 5 point deduction to their attendance and participation grade. Students who attend 
class, but do not regularly participate in class discussion will be subject to a grade reduction. 
Students are expected to attend and participate in class regularly.  
 
***NOTE: Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, students should NOT attend in-person classes 
if they are experiencing any symptoms or think they have been exposed to the virus. Students 
who unable to join classes in person may email Dr. Mintus (up to 1 hour before class) and 
request a Zoom link to attend class virtually.   
 
Online Commentaries and Responses1 (150 points, 30% of your grade) 
In lieu of meeting in person, students will be responsible for posting five commentaries (worth 
20 points each) on ONE of the research articles assigned for the week. Additionally, students 
will complete five responses (worth 10 points each). Students will be alternating in their role as 
commentator and responder. A weekly schedule will be created the first week of classes.  
 
Commentaries should be approximately 500 words in length (or 1-page single space) and must 
be posted on Canvas no later than Friday night at 11:59 PM. The structure of the 
commentary is provided below: 

• article citation (APA or ASA style) 
• a few sentences briefly summarizing the article and identifying the main points  

o This is not the focus of the assignment and should be very brief in nature.  
• your commentary of the article  

o This may include questions about concepts, theories, or methods employed, study 
limitations, connections to other readings/theories/current events, or implications. 
Commentaries do not have to be negative to be high quality. Students should 
focus on substantive concerns and avoid trivial criticisms like writing style.  
 

Students who are completing responses should assume the role of the author (to the best of their 
ability) and respond to your classmates comments. For example, if a classmate notes that the 
study ignores a particular group of people, then it would be up to you to explain why this group 
was not included or discuss how you would like to rectify that in future research. Responses 
should be at least 200 words in length and posted to Canvas no later than Monday night at 
11:59 PM. Responders may also add their personal thoughts, but please make sure to distinguish 
between what the author would say versus your own thoughts and ideas (e.g., you may agree 
with a point raised by your classmate, but still try to refute the point as the author).  
 

1This assignment was adapted from Brea Perry & Jane McLeod’s Soc 660- Social 
Origins of Health Inequality syllabus.  

 
Research Memos and Flash Talks (100 points, 20% of your grade) 
Students will complete three research memos where the student synthesizes and reflects on the 
previous course readings and materials. Each memo is worth up to 20 points. Additionally, 
students will participate in two “Flash Talks” where students will be giving brief presentations 
on one recent peer-reviewed journal article. Each flash talk presentation is worth up to 20 points. 
Detailed information is available on Canvas. 
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End-of-the-Semester Research Paper (200 points, 40% of your grade) 
Students will be responsible for developing a literature review, research proposal, pilot study, or 
publishable quality manuscript. The research paper must be connected to the sociology of health 
and illness literature and should be 15-25 pages in length. The final paper will be broken into 
three assignments: 1) Project Overview (50 points); 2) Online Peer Feedback (50 points); 3) 
Final Paper (100 points). Detailed information is available on Canvas. 
 
Course Policies: 
Student Conduct 
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and considerate manner including 
avoiding disruptive actions in the classroom (e.g., talking while others are speaking). Similarly, 
students are expected to turn off or silence any communication devices. The instructor reserves 
the right to ask a student to leave the classroom if they fail to adhere to the course policies. 
 
Canvas 
This course will use Canvas, an internet-based learning support system, to post the syllabus, for 
email, assignment descriptions, and a few additional features. For more information about 
Canvas, please see Getting Help with Canvas: https://kb.iu.edu/d/bcll#help.  
 
Course Communication 
Emails should be sent using your IUPUI/IU email address. Most emails received Monday 
through Friday will be answered within 24 hours. Any email sent after Friday at 4:00 PM may 
not be returned until the following Monday morning. For questions that require in-depth 
responses, students should set-up an individual meeting (please make an appointment via email) 
to meet with the instructor. 
 
Grading 
The table below shows the grading scale for this course and corresponding course points required 
out of the possible 500 points. Please note grades will not be rounded at the end of the semester. 
 

Letter 
Grade 

GPA 
Points 

Percentage Course 
Points 

A+ 4.0   97-100% 485-500 
A 4.0 93-96% 465-484 
A- 3.7 90-92% 450-464 
B+ 3.3 87-89% 435-449 
B 3.0 83-86% 415-434 
B- 2.7 80-82% 400-414 
C+ 2.3 77-79% 385-399 
C 2.0 73-76% 365-384 
C- 1.7 70-72% 350-364 
D+ 1.3 67-69% 335-349 
D 1.0 63-66% 315-334 
D- 0.7  60-62% 300-314 
F 0.0  59% and below 299-0 

 

https://kb.iu.edu/d/bcll#help
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Withdrawal and Incomplete Grades 
October 24th is the last day to withdraw from the class; advisor and instructor signatures will be 
required this late in the semester. Incompletes will only be given in extenuating circumstances 
and only if you are passing the class at the time. For more information on these University 
Policies, visit: the IUPUI Registrar: http://registrar.iupui.edu/gradecover.html 
 
Late Assignments 
Late written assignments will be accepted with a penalty (5% for one day, 10% for two days, 
20% three days, 40% four or more days) until one week following the original due date. Any 
assignment turned in after one full week of the due date will not be accepted (with the exception 
of extenuating circumstances). 
 
Extensions for Written Assignments 
All students may request a 48-hour extension for assignment with the exception of 
commentaries, which will be granted a maximum of 24 hours for an extension. Each student is 
allowed ONE extension per semester, no questions asked. However, students must email Dr. 
Mintus at least 24 hours prior to the due date to request the extension. Additional extensions will 
only be granted for extenuating circumstances (e.g., medical emergency, family crisis, etc.).  
 
University Policies:  
Academic Integrity 
Please refer to the IUPUI Student Code of Conduct: https://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/student-
conduct/index.html for information regarding penalties and procedures in cases of academic 
misconduct: cheating, plagiarism, etc. 
 
Academic misconduct is a serious violation as such the instructor will pursue disciplinary 
proceedings as outlined in the IUPUI Student Code of Conduct for any observed violations. 
Depending on the severity of the infraction, the student may be:  

(i) given a lower grade than the student would otherwise have received for any course 
work (e.g., an assignment, examination, or paper) involved in the act of misconduct, as 
well as the final course grade. 
(ii.) withdrawn from the course with a grade of W.  
(iii.) The student may receive an F for the course that will be recorded by the registrar as 
a permanent grade that is not able to be replaced using a grade replacement policy.  

It is important for students to familiarize themselves with the definitions, procedures, and serious 
outcomes of academic misconduct.  
 
Administrative Withdrawal 
A basic requirement of this course is that you will participate in class and conscientiously 
complete writing and reading assignments. Keep in touch with the instructor if you are unable to 
attend class or complete an assignment on time. If you miss more than half our class meetings 
within the first four weeks of the semester without contacting the instructor, you will be 
administratively withdrawn from this section. Our class meets twice per week; thus if you miss 
more than four classes in the first four weeks, you may be withdrawn. Administrative withdrawal 
may have academic, financial, and financial aid implications. Administrative withdrawal will 
take place after the full refund period, and if you are administratively withdrawn from the course 

http://registrar.iupui.edu/gradecover.html
https://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/student-conduct/index.html
https://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/student-conduct/index.html
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you will not be eligible for a tuition refund. If you have questions about the administrative 
withdrawal policy at any point during the semester, please contact instructor. 
 
IUPUI Policy on Religious Holidays  
IUPUI respects the right of all students to observe their religious holidays and will make 
reasonable accommodation, upon request, for such observances. Students seeking 
accommodation for religious observances must submit a request in writing to the course 
instructor by the end of the second week of the semester and should use the Request for Course 
Accommodation Due to Religious Observance Form. More information on the IUPUI Policy on 
Religious Holidays is available here: http://registrar.iupui.edu/religious.html. 
 
IUPUI Policy on Sexual Misconduct 
As your instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning environment on our 
campus. Title IX and our own Sexual Misconduct policy prohibit sexual misconduct.  If you 
have experienced sexual misconduct, or know someone who has, the University can help.  
If you are seeking help and would like to speak to someone confidentially, please visit 
http://stopsexualviolence.iu.edu/help/index.html for contact information. 
 
Protecting a student’s privacy is of utmost concern, and all involved will only share information 
with those that need to know to ensure the University can respond and assist. I encourage you to 
visit http://stopsexualviolence.iu.edu to learn more about available resources on campus and in 
the community. 
 
Resources for Students: 
Student Advocate 
The Student Advocate Office is located in the Campus Center, Suite 350, and can be contacted 
by phone at 278-7594 or email at stuadvoc@iupui.edu. For more information, visit the Student 
Advocate website at https://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/advocacy-resources/index.html 
 

• Help Me R.O.A.R.(Essentials): https://helpmeroar.iupui.edu/essentials/index.html 
o Learn where to meet your basic needs both on and off campus. 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) for Students: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/students 

 
Adaptive Educational Services 
Students needing accommodations because of physical or learning disabilities should contact 
Adaptive Educational Services, Taylor Hall (UC), Room 137: 
https://diversity.iupui.edu/offices/aes/index.html 
 
Counseling & Psychological Services 
Students who wish to seek counseling or other psychological services should contact the CAPS 
office by phone at 274-2548 or email at capsindy@iupui.edu. For more information, visit the 
CAPS website at https://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/health/counseling-psychological/index.html 

• Help Me R.O.A.R.(Health/Wellness): https://helpmeroar.iupui.edu/health-
wellness/index.html 

  

http://registrar.iupui.edu/religiousholidayform.html
http://registrar.iupui.edu/religiousholidayform.html
http://registrar.iupui.edu/religious.html
http://stopsexualviolence.iu.edu/help/index.html
http://stopsexualviolence.iu.edu/
https://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/advocacy-resources/index.html
https://helpmeroar.iupui.edu/essentials/index.html
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/students
https://diversity.iupui.edu/offices/aes/index.html
https://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/health/counseling-psychological/index.html
https://helpmeroar.iupui.edu/health-wellness/index.html
https://helpmeroar.iupui.edu/health-wellness/index.html
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Topic Schedule, Course Readings, and Assignment Due Dates1 

Date Topic/Readings Due 
Week 1: Introduction/The Hidden Curriculum  

Tues., Aug. 24  Introduction 
 

 

Thurs., Aug. 26 
*ONLINE*  

AR2: Grad School’s Hidden Curriculum (Calarco); Lessons on the Craft of 
Scholarly Reading (Jensen); Writing Synthetic Notes (Pacheco-Vega) 

Online Post: The Hidden 
Curriculum   

Week 2: Medical Sociology as a Field  
Tues., Aug. 31  Rosich & Hankin 2010; Hill et al., 2021 

 
 

Thurs., Sept. 2 
*ONLINE*  

Cockerham, 2013; Thoits, 2010 
Recommended: Umberson et al., 2014 

Online Commentary #1 

Week 3: Social Inequalities and Health: Socioeconomic Status  
Tues., Sept. 7 

  
Phelan et al., 2010; Ross and Mirowsky, 2010 
Recommended: Clouston & Link, 2021  

 

Thurs., Sept. 9 
*ONLINE*  

Pickett and Wilkinson 2015; Herd et al., 2007 
 

Online Commentary #2 

Week 4: Social Inequalities and Health: Racism and Health 
Tues., Sept. 14  Williams and Sternthal 2010; Herd et al., 2021 

Recommended: Goosby et al, 2018 
 

Thurs., Sept. 16 
*ONLINE* 

Robinson & Tobin, 2021; Brown, 2018  
Recommended: Boen, 2019 

Online Commentary #3 

Week 5: Social Inequalities and Health: Racism and Health (Cont.) 
Tues., Sept. 21   Flash Talk: Racism & Health  

 
Flash Talk #1 

Thurs., Sept. 23 
*ONLINE*  

Boen & Hummer, 2019; Garcia et al., 2020 
 

Online Commentary #4 

Week 6: Social Inequalities and Health: Sex, Gender, and Sexualities 
Tues., Sept. 28    Rieker et al., 2010; Homan, 2019 

Recommended: Morton & Ferraro, 2020 
 

Thurs., Sept. 30 
*ONLINE* 

Everett, 2015; Thomeer, 2017 
 

Online Commentary #5 

Week 7: Social Inequalities and Health: Intersectionality 
Tues., Oct. 5    Homan et al., 2021; Maroto et al., 2019  

 
 

Thurs., Oct. 7 
*ONLINE* 

Complete Memo #1  
 

Memo #1 

Week 8: Unequal Environments  
Tues., Oct. 12 Montez et al., 2018; Sampson & Winter, 2016 

Recommended: Burdette & Hill, 2008 
 

Thurs., Oct. 14 
*ONLINE*   

Sewell, 2016; Finlay et al., 2019 
Recommended: “To Restore Civil Society, Start With the Library” 

Online Commentary #6 

Week 9: Illness and Disability Experiences: Social Construction & Stigma 
Tues., Oct. 19 Conrad & Barker, 2010; Barker, 2008 

Recommended: Brown, 1995 
Project Overview 

Thurs., Oct. 21 
*ONLINE*      

Pescosolido, 2013; Perry, 2011  
 

Online Commentary #7 

Week 10: Illness and Disability Experiences: Disability as an Axis on Inequality 
Tues., Oct. 26 Shandra, 2018; Mauldin & Brown, 2021  

 
 

Thurs., Oct. 28 
*ONLINE* 

Zajacova et al., 2021; Shifrer, 2013 
 

Online Commentary #8 

https://scatter.wordpress.com/2018/07/24/guest-post-grad-schools-hidden-curriculum/
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Lessons-on-the-Craft-of/244134
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Lessons-on-the-Craft-of/244134
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/writing-synthetic-notes-of-journal-articles-and-book-chapters/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/08/opinion/sunday/civil-society-library.html
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Week 11: Illness and Disability Experiences: Intersectional Approaches to Disability  
Tues., Nov. 2 Frederick & Shifrer, 2019; Brown & Moloney, 2019 

 
 

Thurs., Nov. 4 
*ONLINE*   

Complete Memo #2  Memo #2 
 

Week 12:  Healthcare Organization and Delivery: The Changing U.S. Healthcare System  
Tues., Nov. 9 Wright & Perry, 2010; Anspach, 2010 

 
 

Thurs., Nov. 11 
*ONLINE*    

Final Project Check-In and Peer-Responses Online Post: Peer 
Feedback 

Week 13: Healthcare Organization and Delivery: Patient-Provider Interactions 
Tues., Nov. 16 Flash Talk: Healthcare Organization and Delivery 

 
Flash Talk #2 

Thurs., Nov. 18 
*ONLINE*  

Timmermans & Oh, 2010; Spencer & Grace, 2016  
Recommended: Stivers & Timmermans, 2020 

Online Commentary #10 

Week 14: Thanksgiving Break  
Tues., Nov. 23 

 
No Classes  

Thurs., Nov. 25  No Classes 
 

 

W15: Healthcare Organization and Delivery: Medicalization & Pharmaceuticalization   
Tues., Nov. 30 Conrad, 2005; Abraham, 2010 

 
 

Thurs.,  Dec. 2 
*ONLINE*   

Reich, 2020; Kate et al., 2021  
 

Online Commentary #11 

W16: Healthcare Organization and Delivery: Healthcare Reform  
Tues., Dec. 7 Mechanic & McAlpine, 2010; Light, 2011 

Recommended: Quadagno, 2004 
 
 

Thurs., Dec. 9 
*ONLINE*  

Quadagno & Lanford, 2019; Zheng & George, 2018 Memo #3 
 

Finals Week: Wrap Up  
Fri., Dec. 17     Final Paper Due 

 
Notes: 1The above schedule and procedures are subject to change in the event of extenuating 
circumstances 
 


