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Introduction	to	Sociology	(Soci1101-A)	
Fall	2017	

Professor: Nathan Palmer    
E-mail: npalmer@georgiasouthern.edu 
Phone: (912) 478-7897 
Office: 1062 Carroll Building  
Office Hours: My office hours are Wednesdays 12pm-1pm, Fridays 10:10am-11am, or by appointment. 
Course CRN: 80812 
 
Required Texts: 

1. Manza, Jeff, Richard Arum, and Lynne Haney. 2017. The Sociology Project 2.5: Introducing the 
Sociological Imagination. 2.5 edition. Pearson: Upper Saddle River, NJ 

 
Additional Required Readings: All of the additional required readings for this course will be available 
on Folio.  Under the tab “Additional Readings”.  Please download/print, and bring them to class on the 
days they are assigned. Students will also be required to read five assigned SociologyInFocus.com essays. 
 
Required Equipment: Each student is required to purchase their own iClicker 2 for in class activities.  
These are available at the bookstore. 
 
Course Description: This course is designed to be an overview of the major sociological theories, 
concepts, principles, and experiences that shape the human experience in United States.  Students will be 
challenged to see beyond individual choices to see how social institutions and systems affect the day to 
day lives of all of us.  We will examine the major substantive areas of sociology including theory, 
methods, culture, socialization, inequality, and social institutions. Students will learn the basic principles 
of sociology and use that information to analyze the world around them. The major goal of this course is 
for students to critically analyze society and their social location within it.  Also, students will be asked to 
critically analyze how they think about certain social situations. 
 
System Wide Course Objectives: 

1. Upon successful completion of SOCI 1101, the student will: 
2. Demonstrate understanding of the sociological perspective 
3. Demonstrate understanding of basic sociological concepts 
4. Demonstrate understanding of the nature of social research 
5. Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the individual and society 
6. Demonstrate the ability to engage in critical thinking about sociological issues 

 
Prof. Palmer’s Course Objectives: 

1. Provide students the opportunity to develop the skills to see the world like a sociologist and learn 
how sociologists use science to explore how society operates and create social change. 

2. Explore the connection between inequality, prejudice, and discrimination. 
3. Challenge “common sense” and debunk social myths. 
4. Develop critical self-evaluation skills.  (i.e. be a fly on the inside of your mind). 

 
How to Contact Me: Please use npalmer@georgiasouthern.edu to email me.  Folio has an email service, 
but it is wonky and unreliable.  I’ve had to students wait days for a response because Folio didn’t deliver 
me the message.  Email me directly at npalmer@georgiasouthern.edu and I’ll respond within 24-48 hours 
(except on weekends). 
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Learning	Assessments	(i.e.	Graded	Assignments)	
 
Final Grade Calculation: Students can earn up to 500 points in this class.  
 

Assessment Points % of Final 
Grade 

Class Survey 10 1% 
In Class Participation (iClickers) 50 10% 
SociologyInFocus.com Essays (10 pts Each) 50 10% 
Reading Quizzes (10 points Each) 90 18% 
Exam 1 100 20% 
Exam 2 100 20% 
Exam 3 100 20% 
Total 500  

 
Grading Scale: 

% Grade Points 
100%-90% A 500-450 
89.9%-80% B 449-400 
79.9%-70% C 399-350 
69.9%-60% D 349-300 
59.9% or Below F < 300 

 
Reading Quizzes: You will take a reading quiz on Folio after you complete each chapter in The 
Sociology Project 2.0 by Manza et al (i.e. our main textbook). There are 9 reading quizzes, each with 5 
questions and each worth 10pts in total. The quizzes are always due at 11:59pm. If you experience any 
technical difficulties while trying to complete a quiz, please immediately call the Center for Academic 
Technology Support (CATS) at 912-478-2287. You can also email me, but 99% of the time, CATS can 
solve your problem immediately. Note that if you wait until the last minute, CATS will be closed and 
unable to help you. If you wait until after CATS closes to complete any assignment, you assume the 
responsibility for any technical issues. No accommodations will be made for students who experience 
technical difficulties and do not contact CATS (either because they're closed or you simply failed to do 
it). CATS hours of operations are (at the time of this writing) Monday-Thursday: 7:30am-10:00pm, 
Friday: 7:30am-5:00pm, Saturday: 10:00am-2:00pm, Sunday: 2:00pm-10:00pm. 
 
Reading Quiz Schedule: 

# Due by 11:59pm Covers 

1 Wed 8/30 Ch 3 - Studying the Social World 
2 Mon 9/11 Ch 2 - Social Theory 
3 Wed 9/20 Ch 6 - Culture, Media, and Communication 
4 Wed 9/27 Ch 4 - Social Interaction 
5 Fri 10/6 Ch 5 - Social Structure 
6 Fri 10/13 Ch 10 - Social Stratification, Inequality, and Poverty 
7 Mon 10/23 Ch 11 - Race & Ethnicity 
8 Mon 10/30 Ch 12 - Gender and sexuality 
9 Mon 11/6 Ch 17 - Crime, Deviance, & Social Control 
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Will You Reopen Quizzes? I do not, under any circumstances, re-open quizzes after they have closed. I 
teach around 400 students a semester and when I make a deal with a student I have to be prepared to 
make the same deal with any other student in the future. Therefore, I have never, nor will I ever re-open a 
quiz after it has closed; no matter what. 
 
Makeup Quizzes: There are two makeup quizzes that students can take to replace their two lowest quiz 
scores.  If you miss a quiz for whatever reason, you need only take one of these makeup quizzes to 
replace that quiz’s grade.  If you don’t miss any quizzes, then these makeup quizzes can help you by 
replacing a quiz you did poorly on.  The make-up quizzes cover material in our text book that is not 
covered in class.  You will have to read the material (which is listed on Folio under assessments) on your 
own to prepare for the quizzes. 
 
In Class Participation: Throughout the semester there will be a number of in-class exercises conducted 
with the iClicker system. In some instances, simply taking part in the exercise will earn full credit; at 
other times, students must click the correct response in order to earn full credit. Without exception, 
students not in attendance at the time these exercises are administered will NOT be able to make-
up missed exercises.  Cumulatively, the in-class exercises will count for 10% of your course grade. It is 
your responsibility to register your iClicker as soon as possible. Be sure to write down your iClicker ID 
number and store it in a safe place. If anything happens to your clicker before you register it, I will not be 
able to give you points for the clicks that came from that remote. 
 
SociologyInFocus.com (SIF) Essays: Five times over the course of the semester you will be asked to 
read an essay from the website SociologyInFocus.com and complete a short writing assignment on the 
essay. After reading the essay students will write a short summary of the essay's main points, answer the 
essay's four "Dig Deeper" questions, and write three questions that they would like answered about the 
essay or the topic in general. The information in these essays may be covered in our class quizzes and 
exams. Student essays will only be accepted if they are submitted via their Folio dropbox (no emailed 
work will be accepted). 
 All essays are checked for plagiarism and it is very easy to catch cheating. Please do not 
copy, copy/paste/change a few words, summarize, or otherwise use a current or former student’s 
work. It’s so easy to catch and all cheating will be turned over to judicial affairs.  

Note: I am the editor-in-chief and an author at SIF, however I am in no way compensated for 
your usage of the site and it costs nothing for you to access the site. 
 

Due Topic Title URL 
9/1 Research 

Methods 
Sociology is Rarely About You http://sociologyinfocus.com/2015/01/sociology-

is-rarely-about-you/ 
9/25 Culture In The U.S. We Live Long, But 

Die Hard 
http://sociologyinfocus.com/2016/03/in-the-u-s-
we-live-long-but-die-hard/ 

10/11 Structure Viola Davis & Hollywood’s 
Racial Structure 

http://sociologyinfocus.com/2015/09/viola-
davis-hollywoods-racial-structure/ 

11/3 Gender Walking Off The Glass Cliff: 
Race, Gender, and Leadership 

http://sociologyinfocus.com/2014/11/walking-
off-the-glass-cliff-race-gender-and-leadership/ 

11/10 Crime & 
Deviance 

The Terrorist Attack on Charlie 
Hebdo and Social Integration 

http://sociologyinfocus.com/2015/01/the-
terrorist-attack-on-charlie-hebdo-and-social-
integration/ 
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Exams: There will be 3 exams each worth 100 points. Each exam consists of 50 multiple-choice 
questions. The exams are not cumulative, but you will be expected to remember the concepts on previous 
exams. Our third exam will be held during our schedule finals week exam period (see course schedule for 
exact date and time). 
 
Exam Policies: Once the exam starts students may not leave until their exam is complete.  Looking at or 
having your phone or any electronic gadget out during an exam is considered cheating.  No headphones 
may be worn.  You may be asked to take off or turn around any hat or head covering. There will be 
multiple versions of each exam (which you can identify by looking at the different colors of the exam's 
cover page). It is student’s responsibility to ensure that the person to the immediate left & right has a 
different color exam than they do. Sitting next to someone with the same exam is considered cheating.  
 
Exam Make Up Policy: Email me immediately if for any reason you cannot take the exam on the day it 
is given in class. If you contact me BEFORE the exam is given, you will always be allowed to make up 
the exam. If you contact me after the exam is given, you may or may not be allowed to make up the exam 
and your exam grade may be reduced (depending on the circumstances). If at all possible, students who 
know they'll be absent on exam days are expected to take the exam before it is given in class. Again, 
email me immediately at npalmer@georgiasouthern.edu if you you missed an exam for any reason. Don't 
wait; do it now. 
 
If my grade is poor, will you make special arrangements for me to improve it?: I have never and will 
never create special assignments or reopen past due assignments to allow a student to make up work they 
have missed or to improve their grade at the end of the semester. In an effort to treat everyone the same, 
no special or one off arrangements can be made. Once you submit your final exam, our class is over and 
no further work can be turned in. Please take advantage of the available extra credit and make up quizzes 
before their due dates to give yourself the best chance to earn a grade you are pleased with.  

Class	Time	Expectations	
	
Use of Personal Technology During Class: Because this class is highly interactive and your 
participation is important to its success, the use of personal laptops, iPads, and cell phones during class is 
prohibited. 
 
Audio/Video Recordings: GSU does not allow students to make audio or video recordings of class 
without the express permission from the professor. I do not authorize anyone to record our class unless it 
is recommended by the Student Disability Resource Center in writing. Lastly, it is a violation of the 
student code of conduct to make any recordings of class available online. 
 
My Role as Professor: the professor I am responsible for creating a safe, interesting, and maybe even fun 
learning environment for all students.  I will help students learn the course material by providing 
activities, artistic expressions (a.k.a. media), discussion topics, and, when needed, individualized 
attention.  I should be a thought provoker, a source of information, and an educational trainer pushing you 
to reach the high expectations I have for you in this class.  I have spent a great deal of time to ensure that 
this class will be like no other you’ve taken before.  I want you to leave class each day excited and 
motivated to apply the lessons of sociology in your personal life. 
 As a professor, I am not responsible for telling you “what to study for the test”.  I will not go over 
every piece of information that you will need to know for the quizzes.  If you hoped that I, as the 
professor, would be a resource for you to find how you can put out the least amount of energy while still 
earning a good grade, I am probably not the professor you are looking for.  I respect you and your other 
time commitments enough to share this with you up front.   
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Your Role as Student: As a student in this class your primary responsibility is to come to class prepared.  
That includes doing the assigned reading and taking the time to think about how it relates to your 
experiences and the world around you.  In class, you are expected to give all of us your attention and 
participate in class and group activities and discussion.  To put it simply, if you hope to do well in this 
class you have to be an active participant in your education.   
 
What to Expect During Class Time: In class, we will talk about the main ideas discussed in the 
assigned readings and then apply them with activities, discussions, etc.  We may also extend the 
discussions beyond what the readings covered by watching a video or having a guest speaker.  Our class 
time is a supplement to the readings not a replacement for doing the readings. 
 
Use of Art in Class: Frequently in this class you will be exposed to artistic expression that relates to the 
sociological topic we are discussing in class.  The single goal of showing these pieces of art is to support 
and enhance our sociological imagination.  With that said, sometimes the art you will see will use 
language or say things that you may find offensive.  Just like the readings, videos, and discussion in this 
class I am only asking you to look at or listen to the artistic expression and critically analyze it.  If it is not 
an artistic expression that you find appealing or if you think the artist is biased, unfair, or that their points 
are invalid that is more than fine. 
 
Personal Identities & Class: Not all students go by their legal names or the names that are listed on 
Folio.  Furthermore, students may find that the personal information registered with Georgia Southern 
doesn't reflect their identity.  If you're in this situation, please email me the name you'd like to be called 
and also let me know what your preferred pronouns are.  For instance, I prefer to be called Prof. Palmer 
and my preferred pronounces are he & him.  

General	Policies	
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is one of the basic principles of a university community. 
Georgia Southern University encourages and expects the highest standards of academic honesty from all 
students. The Code of Student Conduct states that students found to have engaged in academic 
dishonesty, which encompasses such activities as cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, and 
misrepresentation, are subject to disciplinary sanctions. All cases of academic dishonesty will be at a 
minimum referred to judicial affairs.  Depending on the severity of the dishonesty students may receive a 
zero for the assignment or even flunk the class. Refer to your student handbook for further examples and 
definitions of academic dishonesty along with possible sanctions 
(http://students.georgiasouthern.edu/conduct/student-code-of-conduct/).  To be perfectly clear, 
collaborating with another student on quizzes is not allowed and academically dishonest. 
 
Students with Disabilities: To ensure your equal access to all educational programs, activities and 
services, federal law requires students with disabilities notify the University, provide documentation, and 
request reasonable accommodations. If you need accommodations in this course, please notify me 
immediately so that I can verify that the required documentation is filed and that your accommodation 
plan is in place. Accommodations will be made for students with disabilities if registered with the Student 
Disability Resource Center (For more information see:  http://students.georgiasouthern.edu/sdrc/) 
 
Use of Folio: This class uses Folio extensively.  Many class materials are available for download and all 
of our quizzes will be administered via Folio. If there is ever a discrepancy between what the syllabus 
says and what is listed on Folio, always assume the syllabus is correct and the Folio is wrong.  Please 
email me if you find an error/discrepancy.  



Course Schedule - Soci1101-A

Wk Date Topic To be Read/Watched/Listened to Before Class

1. How is this a social phenomenon?

1

8/14 Course Overview & The Sociology Six

8/16 Social Location & Worldview

8/18 What makes something a social phenomenon?

2

8/21 Social Networks Read: Connected (on Folio)
Watch: The Hidden Influence of Social Networks (21min)

8/23

8/25 Complexity and Emergence

2. How do you know?

3

8/28 Common Sense Explanations of Society Read: Everything is Obvious: Once You Know The Answer (on Folio)
Watch: Duncan Watts - The Myth of Common Sense (15min)

8/30 Scientific Explanations of Society (Research Methods) Read: Ch 3 - Studying the Social World

9/1

4

9/4 Labor Day - No Classes

9/6

9/8

5

9/11 Structural Functionalism Read: Ch 2 - Social Theory

9/13 Conflict Theory

9/15 Symbolic Interaction

3. How is this affected by culture?

6

9/18 **Exam 1**

9/20 Culture Read: Ch 6 - Culture, Media, and Communication

9/22

7

9/25

9/27 Self & Society Read: Ch 4 - Social Interaction
Watch: Main Hermit Faces Jail — and Fame (5min)

9/29 Listen: Teachers’ Expectations Can Influence How Students Perform (9min)

8

10/2 Dramaturgy Read: The Making of Blind Men (on Folio)
Listen: How To Become Batman - Invisibilia Podcast (58min)

10/4

10/6 Social Structure Read: Ch 5 - Social Structure

4. How is this affected by how society is structured?

9

10/9

10/11

10/13 Social Stratification Read: Ch 10 - Social Stratification, Inequality, and Poverty

5. How does this affect people's lives?

10

10/16

10/18

10/20 **Exam 2**

�6

http://www.ted.com/talks/nicholas_christakis_the_hidden_influence_of_social_networks?language=en#t-17054
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxiym71TlBI
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2012/09/18/161159263/teachers-expectations-can-influence-how-students-perform
http://www.npr.org/programs/invisibilia/378577902/how-to-become-batman
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10/23 Racial Stratification Read: Ch 11 - Race & Ethnicity

10/25 Listen: Historian Says Don’t Sanitize How Our Gov. Created Ghettos (36min)

10/27

12

10/30 Gender Stratification Read: Ch 12 - Gender and Sexuality

11/1

11/3

13

11/6 Crime & Deviance Read: Ch 17 - Crime, Deviance, & Social Control

11/8

11/10

14

11/13 The Social Origins of Mass Incarceration Read: The New Jim Crow (on Folio)
Listen: Legal Scholar: Jim Crow Still Exists In America (39min)

11/15

11/17

15

11/20 Fall Break - No Classes

11/22 Fall Break - No Classes

11/24 Fall Break - No Classes

6. How could we change this?

16

11/27 How to create social change. Watch: 3 Myths of Behavioral Change (18min)

11/29

12/1

F 12/6 **Exam 3** - Our final will be held on Wednesday 12/6 from 7:30am - 9:30am in our regular classroom.

Wk Date Topic To be Read/Watched/Listened to Before Class

�7

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5d8GW6GdR0

