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SOCI 101.002 

SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES 
Fall 2017 

Tuesday – Thursday 11:00am – 12:15pm 
Bingham, Room 103

 
 

Instructor Teaching Assistant 
Neal Caren Rebecca Bielamowicz 
neal.caren@unc.edu beccajb@live.unc.edu 
Office: 212 Hamilton Hall Office: 168 Hamilton Hall 

 Hours: Monday, Tuesday: 2-3pm Hours: Tuesdays 12:30-2:30pm  
	
 

According to the American Sociological Association: 

The introductory-level Sociology course is designed to introduce students to the 
sociological study of society. Sociology focuses on the systematic understanding 
of social interaction, social organization, social institutions, and social change. 
Major themes in sociological thinking include the interplay between the 
individual and society, how society is both stable and changing, the causes and 
consequences of social inequality, and the social construction of human life. 
Understanding sociology helps discover and explain social patterns and see how 
such patterns change over time and in different settings. By making vivid the 
social basis of everyday life, sociology also develops critical thinking by 
revealing the social structures and processes that shape diverse forms of human 
life.1 

 
Consistent with these goals, the primary learning objective for the course is to develop 
and apply your sociological imagination, the capacity to think systematically about how 
things we experience as personal problems are really social issues. In your textbooks 
readings, you will be introduced to the major topics that sociologists study and how the 
topics are analyzed. During class, you will have a chance to further develop your 
sociological imagination and apply it to new situations. In exams and a book review, you 
will have a chance to demonstrate your mastery of sociological thinking.   
 
This course has no prerequisites and is appropriate for just about everyone. It is designed 
as both an introduction for those students who plan further study in the area and as an 
overview for those will only visit the world of sociology once.  
 
What you are required to do is fairly straightforward. Read the online textbook and take 
the associated quizzes (10% of your grade); actively participate in class through online 
polls and small-group discussions (10% of your grade); read, discuss and write about 
three recent books (20% of your grade); take three exams, with the lowest score dropped 
(60% of your grade.) These are all described in detail below.  
 

                                                
1 http://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/Documents/CurriculumIntroSoc032709.html 
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In terms of what you have to do, the only confusing (and frankly annoying) thing is that 
you will have to deal with three web platforms.  

1. Course announcements, additional resources, and the gradebook will all be on 
Sakai.  

2. The course text is on the Revel platform, which is owned by the textbook 
publisher Pearson. Frankly, I think Revel is largely designed to keep you from 
pirating the textbook. That said, the textbook is excellent, Revel is esthetically 
pleasing, and the website has some unique resources that we take advantage of.  

3. In class participation will be through Poll Everywhere.  
 
Below I detail the graded elements of the course: 
 
Exams (60% of course grade) 
The course has three exams: two during the semester and a final. Each exam will include 
both multiple choice questions and an essay or other written work. Multiple choices 
questions will test materials covered since the last exam, but written work may ask you to 
link concepts across the semester or apply courses ideas to book club books.  
 
Be sure to bring both a Scantron sheet and a blue book to each exam. You may drop your 
lowest scoring exam. The remaining two exams will each count for 30% of your final 
grade. There are no early or makeup exams. The course final exam is given in 
compliance with UNC final exam regulations and according to the UNC Final Exam 
calendar.  
 
Book Clubs (20% of final grade) 
You will have the opportunity to engage with some of the best contemporary sociological 
analysis available by reading, discussing and writing on recent books by sociologists.  
 
We will have three different book club segments. In each segment, you will pick one of 
two books. You will then be assigned into a group of five or so other classmates who are 
also reading the same book. You will meet twice as a group to discuss the book, as noted 
on the syllabus. The meetings are during class time, but can take place at any mutually 
agreed upon location. For each book club meeting, you are responsible for bringing your 
reading notes and some discussion questions. You will also the chance to write a book 
review for each book, although only your highest graded book review will count in your 
final grade. 
 
College Book Club choices: 

• American Hookup: The New Culture of Sex on Campus by Lisa Wade. Norton 
Press, 2017.  

• Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability. Wendy 
Nelson Espeland and Michael Sauder. Russel Sage Foundation, 2016.  

 
Economy Book Club choices: 

• Down, Out, and Under Arrest: Policing and Everyday Life in Skid Row by 
Forrest Stuart. University of Chicago Press, 2016.  

• Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond. Random 
House 2016.  

 
Politics Book Club choices 
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• Twitter and Tear Gas: The Power and Fragility of Networked Protest by Zeynep 
Tufekci. Yale University Press, 2017. [Free online at the book’s website] 

• Strangers in Their Own Land: Anger and Mourning on the American Right by 
Arlie Russell Hochschild. New Press, 2016.   

 
Reading Quizzes (10% of course grade) 
Each reading has one or two sets of quiz questions associated with them on Revel. You 
must complete these quizzes by 6am on the day that they are due. So if you are 
responsible for Chapter 4 on Tuesday, August 29th, you need to complete the readings 
and take the online quizzes before 6am on Tuesday, August 29th. No late work will be 
accepted. Each quiz question is worth four points on the first attempt, three points on the 
second attempt and two points on the third attempt. There are a total of 1560 quiz points 
possible. Your quiz grade will be your total points divided by 1200.     
 
Classroom Attendance/Participation (10% of course grade) 
You are expected to actively participate in class. In order to fully patriciate, you need to 
show up having read the materials. Since this is a relatively large course, your primary 
avenues for participation are in small group activities or in-class polls. At least one of 
these mechanisms will be used each day to measure participation.  
 
To sign up for Poll Everywhere2: 

1. Go to https://www.polleverywhere.com/register?p=1jac-1a5v. Enter your name, 
UNC email address and a password (preferably not your Onyen password). 

2. Click Register my account. Review the policy information, and click Register 
my account. 

3. Under “How should UNC-CH Admin identify you?” enter your University 
personal identification number (PID) and your Onyen using the following 
format: PID_onyen (e.g., #########_jdoe). Click Update. If you plan to use 
your cell phone to text poll responses, enter that number, too. Click Update. 

 
You should use these instructions to register; you should not register through 
Polleverywhere.com. Students who have registered for Poll Everywhere in a previous 
course do not need to register again. If all goes well, your account will be linked to the 
course. 
 
This class will meet 27 times, not including the first day and the final. Participation will 
be graded as the number of days you participated divided by 25.  
 
Course Resources 
You are required to purchase the Revel version of Manza/Arum/Haney, The Sociology 
Project, 2.5e for this course. There are two ways to purchase Revel access.  
 

1. Student Store option: 
a. Purchase a Revel access code from the campus bookstore. 
b. Visit https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/nbonsr to register your 

purchase and access materials. 
2. Online Instant Access:  

                                                
2 These directions are copied from http://help.unc.edu/help/poll-everywhere-faq/ 
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a. If you decide not to purchase Revel from the bookstore, you can 
purchase Revel access online.  

b. Visit https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/nbonsr 
c. Either sign in or create an account with your UNC email address. 
d. You will now be given the option to purchase access to the Revel 

materials online. 
 
Note when you first register with the course’s Revel site, you have the option of two 
weeks of free access. Do this so you can have immediate access to the book.  
 
To access Revel throughout the semester log onto http://console.pearson.com. Make sure 
to bookmark this URL and NOT the course invite link. Remember to always use the same 
username and password to logon. There are Revel mobile apps available if you prefer to 
access the materials that way. Use your same login information to make sure you get 
credit wherever you are.  
 
Additionally, you are required to have access to three of the six book club books, all 
listed above. You will be responsible for one book from each of the College, Economy 
and Politics sections. They are on reserve at the library, but there might be competition 
for those copies.  They are also available at the bookstore or online.  
 
Honor Code 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has had a student-led honor system for 
over 100 years. Academic integrity is at the heart of Carolina and we all are responsible 
for upholding the ideals of honor and integrity.  The student-led Honor System is 
responsible for adjudicating any suspected violations of the Honor Code and all suspected 
instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the honor system. Information, 
including your responsibilities as a student is outlined in the Instrument of Student 
Judicial Governance. Your full participation and observance of the Honor Code is 
expected. All academic work in this course, including homework, quizzes, and exams, is 
to be your own work, unless otherwise specifically provided. It is your responsibility if 
you have any doubt to confirm whether or not collaboration is permitted 
 
In-class Technology 
You should have a computer, tablet or phone available during class to take Poll 
Everywhere polls. This is often the only way to register your participation. You may take 
notes on an electronic device if you prefer, but I generally find the internet is too much of 
a distraction. If you are distracting others, you will be asked to turn off your device. 
During group work, I will usually ask everyone to turn off their devices.  
 
Accommodations 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill facilitates the implementation of 
reasonable accommodations, including resources and services, for students with 
disabilities, chronic medical conditions, a temporary disability or pregnancy 
complications resulting in difficulties with accessing learning opportunities. All 
accommodations are coordinated through the Accessibility Resources and Service Office, 
accessibility@unc.edu.  If you are registered with ARS, be sure to confirm with me or the 
TA that we have received your accommodation request. 
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Syllabus Changes 
I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus, including project due dates and test 
dates. These changes will be announced as early as possible. 
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Course Schedule: 
The textbook, Sociology Project, is abbreviated SP. Each SP reading has online quizzes which must be 
completed by 6am on the due date.  
 

Date Day Topic Reading Due 
8/22 Tue. Introduction   
8/24 Thur. Sociological Imagination SP, Chapter 1  
8/29 Tue. Social Interaction SP, Chapter 4 College Book selection 
8/31 Thur. Social Structure SP, Chapter 5  
9/5 Tue. Culture SP, Chapter 6  
9/7 Thur. College Book Club #1 1st half of book Reading notes & questions 

9/12 Tue. Gender SP, Chapter 12  
9/14 Thur. Education SP, Chapter 15  
9/19 Tue. College Book Club #2 2nd half of book Reading notes, questions, & review 
9/21 Thur. Markets SP, Chapter 8  
9/26 Tue. Exam 1  Bring Scantron sheet & blue book 

     
9/28 Thur. Social Stratification SP, Chapter 10 Economy book selection 
10/3 Tue. Deviance SP, Chapter 17  
10/5 Thur. Cities SP, Chapter 9  

10/10 Tue. Economy Book Club #1 1st half of book Reading notes & questions 
10/12 Thur. University Day   
10/17 Tue. Race & Ethnicity SP, Chapter 11  
10/19 Thur. Fall Break   
10/24 Tue. Economy Book Club #2 2nd half of book Reading notes, questions, & review 
10/26 Thur. Crime SP, Chapter 18  
10/31 Tue. Studying Social World SP, Chapter 3  
11/2 Thur. Exam 2  Bring Scantron sheet & blue book 

     
11/7 Tue. Family SP, Chapter 13 Politics book selection 
11/9 Thur. Health SP, Chapter 16  

11/14 Tue. Politics Book Club #3 1st half of book Reading notes & questions 
11/16 Thur. Power SP, Chapter 7  
11/21 Tue. Social Movements SP, Chapter 19  
11/23 Thur. Thanksgiving   
11/28 Tue. Politics Book Club #3 2nd half of book Reading notes, questions, & review 
11/30 Thur. Population SP, Chapter 21  
12/5 Tue. Review   

12/12 Thur. Exam  Bring Scantron sheet & blue book 

 


