
                          Sociology of Music Questionnaire (10 pts extra credit) 

                  Due at End of First Week 

Directions: Please check the information below that best describes you right now and your personal 

music preferences and genre tastes. 

Age:    Gender:                Race/Ethnicity:            □ Asian  

□______  □ Female  □ White   □ American Indian 

   □ Male   □ Black/African-American □ Bi-racial 

   □ Bisexual  □ Hispanic/Latino  □Some other race 

                 Favorite Music Genre: (please only pick 1 or  top 3)    

□ classical  □ Hip Hop/Rap  □ Heavy metal/death  □ Rock 

□ R&B and soul  □ Country/folk  □ Electronica/house/dubstep □Gospel/Religious 

□ Indie rock/punk □ Jazz/blues  □ Latino urban/salsa  □ Reggae/underground 

Level of Education Employment Status: Occupation (Current or Goals)  Political leaning: 

□ Below High School □ Unemployed  □Professional/Office  □Very Conservative 

□ High School+ College  □ Part-time  □Service sector   □Mild Conservative 

□ Associates Degree □ Full-time  □Manufacturing  □Very Liberal 

□ have BA/BS degree     □ welfare           □ Education/ Government □ Mild Liberal 

□ have Masters degree   □ other______.    □ Military/other______. □ other ________. 

or law degree 

Please list 10 songs and music groups that are the most resonating to your music preference and tastes. 

Song                Artist          Genre 

1._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

2._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

3._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 



Song              Artist            Genre 

4._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

5._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

6._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

7._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

8._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

9._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

10._________________________       ____________________________          ________________ 

In the remaining space, explain what significance these songs have to you. Pick the top two or three 
songs and explain how these songs carry meaning and relevance in your own life (if any). If possible, try 
to relate them to important events or something that was addressed in the songs that resonate with 
your own set of values.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignment 2 Methodological Exercise: Quantitative Literacy 

Points____ 

  

Due 

  

This assignment will show you how to use and interpret data and statistics. Since, your 
major argumentative paper (100pts) requires the use of statistics and 1 or more graphs, 
you will need to become acquainted with legitimate data sources and also how to 
interpret it. (IMPORTANT: You are encouraged and permitted to re-use write-up 
portions of this assignment for your argumentative essay or big social problems 
paper!!!!) 

  

So, let’s explore some data! I have looked for user-friendly websites and believe that 
the General Social Survey is as by far the friendliest and user friendly. 

  

First, you will need to go here: 

http://gss.norc.org/ (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

  

Second, click on “ GSS Data explorer” on the very top. Next, click on “ Key trends” at 
the very top. 

  

You will now see the following themes displayed “Gender &Marriage,” “Current Affairs,” 
“Civil Liberties” etc. 

  

I will let you decide which social problems issue you want to examine in your 
argumentative paper. They only condition is that there you should be data on it unless 
you plan to make your own data via a survey or interview. For my example, I will look at 
attitudes towards police striking citizens 

 I click on the “Civil liberties” link first. The auto survey question related to the “death 
penalty” will now show first. I’m not using this one so I click on the up-side down 
small green pyramid icon and a long list of other survey questions will appear. 

  

My survey question is: “Approve of policeman striking male citizen.” 

http://gss.norc.org/


  

Notice the full graph and also the two top areas called “Question Response” and 

“Breakdown.” 

  

I will let you decide if you want to focus on those that said “Yes” or “No” in the survey 
question. I will look at both and see if there is something relevant for sociology here. 

 The break-down function lets you pick 12 different “breakdown” areas like Age, Race, 
Sex, and Political Affiliation etc. 

 In your write-up, I will ask you to do the following: 

  

First, inform the reader what data source you are using, what the specific survey 
question was used, what specific years you are looking (or what years the survey was 
available from) at and why. The original survey question is often listed at the bottom of 
the page. Mine is “Are there any situations you can imagine in which you would 
approve of a policeman striking an adult male citizen? Again, this should be 
detailed and give the reader some background why you think this is a good data source 
to demonstrate how attitudes on this important issue will likely vary and continues to 
vary when other factors like Age, Sex, Politics are included. Normally, this is also called 
the “Methods or Data Section” in standard sociology articles. 

  

Next, do not yet look at specific “breakdown” features like Age, Sex, or Political 
Affiliation. Look at the whole map ( total function) and try to interpret the graph if there is 
a decline, increases in specific years data was taken etc. The years that you can 
analyze data from is from 1970 -2015.You can move the cursor over the years and it will 
show you details for every year. You can chew and interpret on this total year data if 
you want or you think it is worth to mention 

  

Next, pick 3 “breakdown” features you plan to analyze. I suggest doing one at a time 
and writing a little for each. There is a way to take a screen shot pressing the “Print 
Screen” button on your key-board and then copy-pasting this into the Microsoft Art 
editor program which lets you edit the graph before you copy-paste it into Microsoft 
Word (I have not yet figured out how to use the right-click mouse function to just copy 
the whole table from the website). In total, you should only have 4 graphs. Do a write up 
on every graph and discuss the numbers in each graph. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assignment 3: Culture 

  

Interpreting Symbols 

25 points 

The submission deadline is posted on Canvass. 

Due  

  

In your minimum 2- page TYPED write-up, I would like to do the following 

  

 Pick any symbol that has been debated in American society during the last year. 
Some examples might include: flags, monuments, protests at sporting events etc. 
Next, conduct a(n) quick sociological analysis demonstrating how the same symbols 
or symbolic actions (ex:protests can carry different meanings by different 
groups.  For example, some might view protests conducted during the national 
anthem at sporting events as unpatriotic, while for others it exemplifies the very 
symbol of American freedom. How do you think Sociologists would explain these 
major contrasts of meaning? 

  

Core Requirements: You must use and define one concept from Chapter 2 in your 
analysis: symbol, values, beliefs, norms,  Please bold them in your write-up. You are 
also encouraged to use other theoretical perspectives (Functionalism “Consensus”, 
Conflict (tensions over meanings), Symbolic Interactionism*) in your write-up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignment 4 ( 20 points) 

Emory Bogardus, Social distance scale(1-7) 

Due  

  

  

Intro 

Although it is often assumed that students who take sociology courses tend to be more 
liberal and progressive leaning than their peers in other social science fields (ex: 
economics, history, government etc.), still hidden bias exists even in these so-called 
progressive and socially-liberal milieus. For the write-up,I will ask you to chew on 
the Emory Bogardus social distance scale (1-7) as a fruitful sociology tool locating 
student bias. You are also encouraged to look at previous literature that has been 
produced since  1926 and offer your own assessment on the scale and its previous 
uses (this obviously can include any methodological criticism you have). Look at the 
table on page 3 on this instruction sheet below for your analysis on previous 
scores among students since 1926! You are also encouraged to discuss how 
I  personally attempted to implement the survey in class (as professor) and if you felt it 
went fairly smooth or if the results may have possible irregularities/ errors in them. 

  

Interpreting our social distance class score results (10pts) 

For the interpretation part, please mention and interpret the top 4 highest scoring social 
categories from our in-class survey on Monday. 

1)Why do you think these social categories or groups received such high numbers? 
Which received the lowest numbers? 

2)Are any groups from the highest or lowest numbers represented in our class? 

3)Do you feel these results tell us anything when it comes to social distance in our 
sociology class among sociology students? 

4)Is it also reflective, you think, to commonly shared attitudes among other college 
students here on campus? Here in this region of Texas? In the United States generally? 

5) How do you think these scores will look like in 25 years from now? The same, worse, 
or better? Do you think students will become more racist or more open and inclusive 
towards others in the future? 

(10 pts) Finally, apply 1 theory or concept from the Race , Ethnicity, and Immigration 
chapter and include it in your analysis ( please bold it!) 

Please do include a standard works cited page or reference sheet for any secondary 
sources  – if they were actually used within your essay. For the in-class statistics, just 



say class notes and list the date when data was produced in class). Please remember 
this was just a quasi pilot-study, so results are not official since we have a small sample 
amount. 

Example: 

Reference: 

Bogardus, Emory. 1933. “A social distance scale.” Sociology and 
Social               research, 17:265-271. 

 

 
 

 



Assignment 5: Gender Roles and the Division of Household Labor  

 

You are encouraged to build your “sociological imagination” by giving me a detailed 
description of the division of household labor in your house. You are kindly asked to 
write succinct college paragraphs. It should range from 5-7 PAGES! THE DEADLINE IS 
POSTED ON THE FOLDER. 

1. Carefully describe the division of household labor in your house. This means that you 
will have to carefully elaborate on the distribution of labor functions within your own 
household system and all of the members involved in this social process (e.g., financial 
responsibility, laundry, cooking, dishes, bathroom cleaning, vacuuming dusting, 
polishing, child-care, pet-care, elderly-care, (auxiliary) house-work, garden and lawn 
work, trash duties, car maintenance, grocery shopping etc). 

(A few sample questions…) Who is the primary breadwinner or economic provider? 
Who is the caregiver or individuals assigned to do the bulk of the domestic work? Are 
the household tasks done along gender lines? Do the children also participate in 
household tasks? Do you follow any particular cultural traditions in your household? Is 
there enough time to complete many of these tasks? Do you have a hired maid in your 
home? Do you have any free-riders in your house who do not contribute to the daily 
household work? How does the household deal with free-riding members? If you are 
still living with your parents, do you have to pay any rent or make any other form of 
physical or emotional contribution to the household? Are you given any cash allowance 
for some housework that you do? At what age do you think you will have to finally leave 
the home? Are you planning to organize your own household the same way your 
parents organized it? If you are a couple, how do you distribute the household duties 
amongst yourselves? Do you share work and the bills or do you keep them separate? 
Who tends to do the dishes and laundry in your home? How do you assign the laundry 
functions? Do you own a wash-machine? Do you share a wash-machine? Do you go to 
the dry-cleaners? If you have any children, how do you teach your children the nature of 
household work and responsibility? If you are single, what sort of inequalities and 
challenges exist for you? FURTHER SUGGESTION: MAKE YOUR OWN DIV. OF 
DOMESTIC HOUSEHOLD LABOR DISTRIBUTION GRAPH!!!!! 
(***Quantitative Requirements for this paper***) Briefly including any graphs or any 
statistical representation (e.g., actual TIME/HOURS of housework done by each 
household member).You must also include a(n) written analysis over the graph that you 
decided to use or make! 
(***Reference Requirements for this paper***)This paper will require 2 different 
references (One can be your textbook!) which you use and cite in the text and in the 
Reference section/ works Cited Page***) 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR HOUSEHOLD PAPER (DIV. OF HOUSEHOLD LABOR)  
 
As= All of the basic paper requirements should have been completed. For example, if 
you failed to make the minimum 5-page word count or if you name your paper "Div of 
Household Labor" you will not receive 100 points. The paper should present a solid and 



critical analysis of the household. The student submitted statistics or graphs with the 
essay. 
 
Bs=The paper is somewhat similar to a 100 point paper, but the writing style is not as 
convincing or logical. Even if the paper is more than 5-pages long, not enough 
description or explanation was provided about the household. A number of point 
deductions were made because of key writing mistakes. The student submitted 
statistics or graphs with the essay. 

 
Cs= The paper has a tendency to summarize or paraphrase sociological terms rather 
than focusing on the description of the household. The paper does not make the 
minimum 4-page word count .The paper has far too many spelling and grammar 
mistakes than a regular A/B paper. Many of the statements made by the student are not 
convincing or logically developed. It does not appear that the author ran a spell-check. 
The student did not submit any statistics or graphs with the essay. 
 
 
Ds=.Limited attention is given for the analysis of the household . The paper does not 
convince the reader that the author really understands the purpose of the assignment 
nor provided a detailed picture of the housework/ household situation. There is a strong 
reliance on internet sources (other than official data bases or articles from electronic 
scientific journals). The paper does not make the minimum 5-page word count. The 
paper has far too many spelling and grammar mistakes than a regular B/C essay. The 
paper does not appear to be original work or sounds passive. The Student did not 
submit any statistics or graphs with the essay. 

 
 
Fs=Papers will fail if they do not meet some of the formal criteria. No attention is given 
to the analysis of the household . The paper does not make the minimum 5-page word 
count .The paper does not convince the reader that the author really understands the 
purpose of the assignment nor provided a detailed picture of the housework/ household 
situation. Hardly any sociological concepts are used and summaries are given without 
any analysis. The paper does not appear to be original work or sounds passive. The 
student did not submit any statistics or graphs with the essay 

 

  

 

                       


