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Assignment #1 
Data Literacy 

Submit to Avenue-to-Learn by noon on Friday, November 2. 
 
You are a journalist for the local newspaper, and your assignment is to write a 1-2 page article 
for the paper on the story of poverty in Canada since 1990. The following table contains actual 
data on low-income status, or poverty, in Canada. Your assignment is to read this table and 
make sense of it. Then, use these data to describe some aspect of Canadian poverty. As there 
are many elements of information in the table, such as change over time, gender, family type, 
and age, you should not try to convey all the information contained in the table. Rather, spend 
some time with the table and think about the picture of poverty in Canada that these data 
paint.  Please note that this is a descriptive, rather than an argumentative paper. You should not 
be trying to formulate explanations for why poverty rates vary among groups, but rather 
describing how they do. 
 
In your paper, you must engage with the data directly. Use the numbers in the table to tell some 
story of Canadian poverty. This will likely require you to do some calculations, such as calculating 
changes over time, comparing categories, and so on. Your competence with data is an 
important part of the assignment; make it an important part of your paper as well. 
 
You will be graded not on how interesting your article is, but rather on your ability to 
comprehend the data, the accuracy of your use of data in your writing, and your ability to 
organize your thoughts and write well using both words and numbers. Your paper should look like 
a real news article. (Of course, spelling, grammar, and your ability to adhere to the assignment 
will count as well.) 
 
All assignments for this course must be double-spaced, in a standard, 12-point font, and must 
have 1"-1.25" margins. All pages must be numbered. Proofread your paper to make sure your 
final draft is error-free. 
 
How to calculate change over time: 
Calculating change over time requires only two points of data: the earlier point and the later 
point. To calculate the rate of change over time, use the following formula: 
 

[(number at later time ÷ number at earlier time) -1] x 100 
 
For example, if the poverty rate for children was 10% in 1990 and 15% in 2010, you would 
calculate the change over time as: 

 
[(15 ÷ 10) – 1] x 100 
= [1.5 – 1] x 100 
= 0.5 x 100 
= 50 

 
Thus, poverty among children increased 50% between 1990 and 2010. (If this number were 
negative, you would say that it decreased over time). 
 
Your tutorial leader will go over how this formula can also be used to compare two groups at 
one point in time.  
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Persons in low income after tax, by prevalence in percent 
(1990, 2000, 2010) 
   1990 2000 2010 

prevalence1 in % 
All persons  11.8 12.5 9.0 

Under 18 years of age  14.0 13.9 8.2 
18 to 64  11.2 12.9 10.1 
65 and over  10.8 7.6 5.3 

Males  10.4 11.4 8.7 
Under 18 years of age  13.4 13.5 8.4 
18 to 64  9.9 11.7 9.9 
65 and over  5.9 4.6 3.4 

Females  13.2 13.6 9.3 
Under 18 years of age  14.6 14.4 7.9 
18 to 64  12.4 14.0 10.3 
65 and over  14.4 10.0 6.8 

         
Persons in economic families2  9.0 9.3 5.9 

Males  8.0 8.4 5.6 
Females  10.1 10.1 6.2 

Persons 65 years of age and over  2.4 2.1 1.7 
Males  2.6 1.7 1.4 
Females  2.2 2.5 2.0 

Persons under 18 years of age  13.8 13.8 8.1 
In two-parent families  8.4 9.5 5.7 
In female lone-parent families  51.2 40.1 21.8 
In all other economic families  17.4 14.6 12.0 

Persons 18 to 64 years of age  7.8 8.4 5.9 
Males  6.2 7.3 5.3 
Females  9.2 9.4 6.4 

         
Unattached individuals  31.3 32.9 26.9 

Males  28.2 30.0 26.0 
Females  34.2 35.7 27.7 

Persons 65 years of age and over  28.1 20.6 14.3 
Males  20.7 17.6 11.5 
Females  30.5 21.7 15.6 

Persons under 65 years of age  32.6 37.3 31.3 
Males  29.4 32.1 28.8 
Females  36.8 44.3 34.7 

 
1. Prevalence of low income shows the proportion of people living below the low-income cutoffs 
within a given group (after taxes). It is expressed as a percentage.  

2. Economic family refers to a group of two or more persons who live in the same dwelling and 
are related to each other by blood, marriage, common-law or adoption. A couple may be of 
opposite or same sex. Foster children are included. 
 
Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM, table 202-0802. 
Retrieved: 2012-09-20 
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Library Research Assignment  

 
The first portion of this assignment is to be completed with your tutorial in the library workshop. 

Submit annotated bibliography to Avenue by noon on Friday, Feb. 8. 
 
Scholarly papers require scholarly resources. This library assignment will help you identify and 
locate scholarly resources related to your paper topic. In this assignment, you will use the library 
databases to locate academic journal articles in sociology on the topics you select from the list 
below.  
 
When you have completed this assignment, you will have enhanced the skills necessary to 
successfully locate, obtain and use scholarly resources found through the library. You will also 
have a start on your research paper, which is due later in the term. 
 
These skills include: 

• creating successful keyword searches to find resources for your topic; 
• using databases to find relevant articles for your topic; and, 
• assessing the scholarly nature of a resource. 

 
Identify a topic for your research paper using the lists below – this will be the same list from which 
you will choose your research paper topic.  Pick one topic from column A and one topic from 
column B, and study the work in that area (for example, race and education).  You may choose 
any combination.  
 
 

A     B 
Race    Education 
Class    Globalization 
Gender    Inequality 
Immigration   Religion 

 
This assignment is in two parts. Part One (20%) is a worksheet to be completed in the library 
workshop - your tutorial will meet in a computer lab do this.  Details about when and where will 
be posted on Avenue. You must print this worksheet before your library workshop and take it with 
you. By the end of class, you should have finished the worksheet, and your TA will check off that 
you have completed it. After your TA has checked you off, keep your worksheet for future 
reference as you work on Part Two. Part Two (80%) is an annotated bibliography containing five 
peer-reviewed sociology journal articles on your topic. Turn in just this annotated bibliography (it 
should be about one page, single-spaced), to both Avenue before noon on Friday, February 8, 
2013. 

 
 


